NEW JERSEY ENVIRONMENT ASSOCIATION
SOUTH JERSEY SECTION
Minutes of August 7, 2025 Business Meeting

Pledge of Allegiance

The business meeting of the New Jersey Environment Association South Section was called to order by President Steve Blankenship at 12:45 hours at the Cape May County Zoo & Park located at 707 Route 9 North, in Cape May Court House, New Jersey. The following members were present at roll call:

	President Steve Blankenship
Vice President Kevin Whitney
Treasurer Kathy Collinge
	Secretary Kevin O’Donnell
	Trustee Rocco Maiellano
	Trustee Joe Rizzuto
Past President Joe Pantalone

[bookmark: _Hlk497291970]Approval of Minutes: President Steve Blankenship made a motion to approve the minutes from the March 25, 2025 business meeting, approved by Joe Rizzuto, seconded by Kevin O’Donnell and unanimously approved.
President Steve Blankenship made a second motion to approve the minutes from the June 5, 2025 business meeting, approved by Rocco Maiellano, seconded by Dennis Palmer and unanimously approved.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS
President’s Report: Steve Blankenship, No Report
· Moment of silence for Bob Carlson, followed with words of kindness by many.

Vice President’s Report: Kevin Whitney
· Executive Meetings in 2025
· We missed our second quarter Executive Meeting, and, in its place, I would like to hold another Executive Committee meeting in November with the focus being to finalize the 2026 Calendar of Events and discuss any nominations or suggestions for the Executive Committee in 2026.
· Additionally, it has been proposed in the past and again, to come up with some “all-in sponsorship package” for our much-appreciated vendor affiliates. Basically a “one-time payment” that would cover sponsorship at all our events throughout the year. I’d like to discuss this further as well.
· TopGolf Event – Thursday, August 21
· We need to change our proposal to include additional food and one additional bay for golfers, increasing the total price to $3,150 for the event. We currently have fourteen sponsors ($2100.00 in total).
· Next year I’d like to increase sponsorships to $200 to cover additional food costs, possibly increase the number of attendees as well, pending the sponsorship.
· I would also like to secure our sponsorships well in advance of opening registration, so it is clear what our cutoff for registrants are.
· Registration closes on august thirteen for the final headcount to TopGolf.
· Business Meeting #4
· Thursday, December 4th at O’Connor’s with Toy Drive.

Treasurer’s Report: Kathy Collinge
· The South Sections Association checking account balance as of June 30, 2025 was $62,983.47.
· The Section’s Wells Fargo scholarship portfolio for June 2025 had a closing value of $26,021.14. This value includes (6) CDs and a Cash Sweep Balance. 
· The breakdown is:
· $2000 maturing on March 18, 2026, 
· $6000 maturing on November 23, 2026,
· $2000 maturing on March 18, 2027,
· $6000 maturing on May 10, 2027,
· $1000 maturing on March 20, 2028,
· and $7000 maturing on November 10, 2028. 
· The current market value is $24,182.63 and the cash and sweep balance is $1,838.51.
· [bookmark: _Hlk98332490][bookmark: _Hlk531763292][bookmark: _Hlk485300107]The most recent reconciliation, current budget vs. actual reports and profit/loss statements, were not submitted electronically for ratification. The reports are available on request for anyone who would like to look at them. No motion for approval before the end of this meeting. Thank you.

Secretary’s Report: Kevin O’Donnell, No report

Past President’s Report: Joe Pantalone
· Assisted in soliciting sponsors for the TopGolf event as well as sending email blasts to industry leaders.
· Addended and presided over the last business meeting and various executive committee teams meetings.
· On behalf of NJWEA, Josh and I participated in the NJDEP’s formation committee for their PFAS summit to be held on October 9 and 10 at NJIT.
· Assisted where needed to move the membership and young professional committee forward.

NJWEA Report: 
· Rocco submitted State awards to Robert DeBlock


COMMITTEE REPORTS
Health & Safety: Vacant, No report

Memberships: Rocco Maiellano
· Discussed with Brian Valiere and Lisa Oberreiter NJWEA membership South section goals to establish a link to:
1. Continually identify new south section members
2. Once SJWEA new members are identified, send welcome letters and our calendar to invite them to our meetings as well as a list of our committees.
3. Monitor the number of SJWEA members
4. Update and revise SJWEA email addresses
	
Sick & Welfare: Rocco Maiellano
· Sadley on July 28, 2025, the passing of our brother Bob Carlson, he will be missed.

Nominating & Awards: Rocco Maiellano
· The 2025 SJWEA awards were presented on June 5, 2025 at the Lobster House Business/Awards Dinner. The following received awards:
· Steve Blankenship, Leo J. Saverese Award
· Joe Pantalone, Knights of the Golden Shovel Award
· Rob Wilson and Timmerman Equipment, William B. Pine Sr. Affiliates Award.

Affiliates: Bill LaPorte, No Report

Industrial: Chris Jepson
· Nothing has changed since our last meeting in June. I am still looking.
· Another industrial venue is needed for a tour and TCH session. I have discussed several facilities with our members, but none have come to fruition as of now.
· Please contact me with any other ideas for an industrial meeting venue. Who has major industrial dischargers in their area? Who has facilities that reuse their wastewater in innovative ways? Please check with any that may be interesting of our membership to visit.
· The Industrial Committee is in need of a few more members. If you are interested, please contact President Steve Blankenship or me. Thank you.

Legislative Report: Dennis W. Palmer
· The NJ Legislature was last in session on June 30 to pass the next state budget for 2025-2026. Normally there is a summer break and occasionally a committee will be called back . The NJ Budget did not include funding issues that are part of the Big Beautiful Bill. So, they may be back to handle budget adjustments. There are two meeting dates in July mostly dealing with the state health benefit plan. This is an election year where the entire 80 seat General Assembly is up for election. In this case, an election break follows the summer break, and the legislature is out until the second-third week of November.
At the end of June the following bills were passed;
Bill A4603 Allows commercial farmer to be awarded reasonable costs and attorney fees for defending against bad faith complaints under "Right to Farm Act". Passed both houses on the Governor's desk. There has been a long term effort to have biosolids application to be included in the Right to Farm Act but unsuccessfully.
Bill S4426 Appropriates funds to DEP for environmental infrastructure projects in FY2026. Funding for 220 projects for a total of $2.44billion. Passed both houses on the Governor's desk. 
Bill S4467 Authorizes NJ Infrastructure Bank to expend certain sums to make loans for environmental infrastructure projects for FY2026. Passed both houses .
Bill A5903 /Bill A5903 Makes various changes to SHBP plan offerings and governance.
· 7/24/2025 Reported out of Asm. Comm. with Amendments, and Referred to Assembly Appropriations Committee.
Bill SCR131 Approves FY2026 Financial Plan of NJ Infrastructure Bank.





Golf Outing: Joe Rizzuto
· September 19th at Valley Brook
· Sponsors and Volunteers are needed.

Scholarship Awards: Kevin Whitney
· Missed awards dinner but thank you to all who helped, especially Joe Pantalone who helped MC the event and our YP Chairs – Kayla and Lamekia who helped to drive up interest and scholarship applications this year.
· At the YP committee’s request, I’d like to open the scholarships this year in September/October. I will provide comments to some proposed edits for review and then post online.
· I’d like to consider hosting next year’s Awards Dinner in May at the Crab Trap. (they take event reservations up until May 15th).

Seminar & Technology: Vacant

Young Professionals: Meka Berry and Kayla Golliday, No Report
· Thursday, August 21, 2025 TopGolf of Mount Laurel

[bookmark: _Hlk531760190]Archives: Kathy Collinge, No Report

Publications: Rocco Maiellano
· Will appreciate any articles you may have for SCAN or Effluents.

Program: Ray Longo
· December 4th at 5:30pm - General Meeting and Toy Drive at O’Connor’s Bar & Grill.

[bookmark: _Hlk178154462]New Business: 
· John Maganarro announced the SJWP’s training course at RVE training location.
· Joe Pantalone will be speaking there.

Old Business: No Report

Good for the Membership: No Report

Adjournment / Time: 
President Steve Blankenship made a motion to adjourn the meeting, approved by Dennis Palmer, seconded by Rocco Maiellano and unanimously approved at 13:45 hours.	
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Kc                                       This is a “draft for approval” at the next General Meeting
