SOUTH JERSEY SECTION

OF THE

NEW JERSEY WATER ENVIRONMENT ASSOCIATION

Minutes of the January 29, 2009 Business Meeting

President Russ Franks called the Business Meeting to order at Prospectors in Mount Laurel and took roll call.   

Approval of Minutes: Russ Franks made a motion to approve the minutes from Nov 20, 2008 business meeting, seconded by Marty Walsh and unanimously approved. 
Safety Talk: Harry Smith – Subject: Snow Shoveling Safety   
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS

President’s Report: Russ Franks
· Russ read a news article from LA Times titled “$100 million Iraq Sewer project a Failure”.


Sewage still runs in the streets of Fallouja, where a new waste collection and treatment system 
isn’t connected to homes. The report blames military action, changes to plans and skyrocketing 
expenses. 

Vice President’s Report: Rick Eustace 
· Still accepting applications for scholarship, go to njwea.com to get additional information or contact Rick. 
Treasurer’s Report: John Manganaro

· Total as of Jan 09: Checking Acct $22,738.82 & Savings Acct $5,056.92; Scholarship $975.78

Secretary’s Report: Marty Walsh 
· Marty reported that tape machine is broken and is looking into wireless equipment.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Policy Advisory: Russ Franks 
· Russ supplied copies of the Manual of Practice final draft.   

Seminar & Technology Transfer: Jim Neville
· The next Technology Transfer will be held on Mar 2-5, 2009 at the Sheraton in Eatontown. Four sessions each day, including licensed operator review course with a whole day of math review to assist in taken the license exams. Also, Dr Eric Wahlbery speaking on Activated Sludge Fundamentals & Dr James W Hughes, Dean of Edward Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy. 
· The last mini seminar was held last week: the topic was Corrugated Polyethylene Piping presented by Advanced Drainage systems. 
70 attended the South Section – hosted by Rocco Maiellano

38 attended the North Section – hosted by Jack LaGrossa
28 attended the Central Section – hosted by Henry Penley
· Next mini seminars series will be in June with topic and dates to be announced.
Awards: John Reardon 

· Names were submitted for WEF’s awards & still waiting for nominees for our section awards. 

· South Section awards will be presented at the Awards Dinner on April 4, 2009
Program: Luz Cabrera
· Upcoming Business meetings: Mar 19, 2009 – The Crab Trap
Sick & Welfare: Ernie Anderson, No Report
· Greg Boyle, Superintendent at Waterford Twp had a double bypass. 
· John Manganaro had a knee surgery.
Legislative: Dennis Palmer, Report Submitted
The following bills are being monitored: 
· A petition was circulated last year to request NJDEP to provide for a retired status for operators under the licensing regulations. In fact a letter was prepared and the signed petition by over 300 licensed operators from all classes for license (S,C,T,W,N) was submitted in response to the regulation proposal at the end of the summer. The new licensed operator regulations were adopted on Nov 14, 2008 and they appeared in the NJ Register on Dec 15, 2008. Unfortunately the Dept at the time of this rule making did not provide for this. Their response was as follows (40NJR6962): “The Dept is considering whether to allow a retired or inactive operator status for licensees. However, allowing such a status is too substantial a change to make an adoption. If the dept does determine that retired or inactive status is appropriate, it will prose the amendments in a separate rulemaking. 
· S2339 – Authorizes, at the discretion of the bidder, irrevocable letter of credit as performance guarantee under the “Local Public Contracts Law”. 
New Bills:

· A1880/S2461 – Requires public referendum prior to issuance of general obligation bonds by local unites. 
· S7 – Adjusts local employers’ contributions to PERS and PFRS for State fiscal years 2009 thru 2011. 
Industrial: Chris Jepson

· Suggestions and ideas are needed for industrial wastewater oriented tour of facilities. 
Affiliates: Tom McCormick
· Vendors Day will be held at Adelphia’s Restaurant in Deptford on Friday, February 6, 2009.
SUBCOMMITTEES

Awards Dinner: Rocco Maiellano   

· The Awards Dinner - Saturday, Apr 4, 2009 at The Mansion in Voorhees.  
Golf Outing: John Manganaro
· The Golf Outing – Thurs, Sept 10, 2009 at Jaworski Valleybrook Country Club in Blackwood.  
~~~~~~~~~~

NJWEA Report:  
· The 2009 NJWEA Annual Conference will be held at Bally’s in Atlantic City. 

· This year Challenge Competition will be held for two days during the 2009 Conference at Bally’s called the “Spring Fling”.  
Adjournment / Time: Marty Walsh made a motion to adjourn meeting, seconded by Frank Deyhle and unanimously approved. 

